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Dear Friends,
A recent visitor to Emanuel emai l ed us to ask

Why does the church use the OMessaged6 Bible?
| have not heard any preaching concerning salvation and was inquiring why that was.

Since some of you mayhave recently started joining us for worship, | thought it was worth sharing my
reply, because you may also have similar questions.

Dear Friend,

| received your questions. They are good ones.  The first | can answer in this email. The second
should not be brushed over lightly and | ask that we sit down to discuss Salvation together,

understand it's meaning, and explore any other questions that might arise through our

discussion. Briefly though, | preach using a schedule of scriptures recognized by most Mainline
Protestant and Catholic churches known as the Revised Common Lectionary or RCL. It contains four
scripture passages for each Sunday over a three year period, which allows for most of the Bible to

be heard if one attends regularly. The four passag es are one from: the Old Testament, the

Gospel, the Epistles (NT Letters) and from the psalms or proverbs each week. My reflection is
based on one of those passages or a combination of several of them. When salvation is the topic, |
preach on it.

Now per taining to our use of the Message Version of the Bible in worship...

| originally used The Message only occasionally during worship. It is a paraphrase written in

contemporary English by Eugene Peterson, who is a New Testament Scholar, Seminary professor, and
Presbyterian pastor serving a church for 29 years. It is embraced by both Evangelicals and
Progressive Christians and lauded for its beauty and clarity.

All versions of the Bible are translations from the original Hebrew and Greek and are thus subje ctto
its authords interpretation of the original Thieixt
because:

f Many words have a variety of meanings, such as

Ospirito.
1 There are many English words t hat can mean roughly the same thing as the Greek or Hebrew
word; consider the two words "nudge" or "push" as an example. = The word chosen by the
translator can alter our understanding of what was originally written.
1 Sometimes the original author actually i ntended for the words to mean more than one  thing but
this is totally lost in the translation all together. These double meanings are only revealed by
studying the texts in their original language.
1 Sometimes the meaning of the Bible is obscured, because w e don't truly understand the meaning
and context of a phrase. This is because we no longer live in the ancient agrarian society in
which it was written.

The Message Bible uses idioms that capture the Bible's meaning using phrases that resonate with
Christians of our time.

Many people at Emanuel have remarked that The Message version of the Bible has brought them fresh
insight and understanding of the sacred text, and they have subsequently purchased The Message for

(Continued on next page)




brings more clarity to the point being illustrated.

Emanuel has embraced the use of The Message, yet we do not in any way discount the value of other
versions for study and illumination.

Now back to your other question, is there a time in which we might get together for further
discussion and study?

| look forward to hearing from you.

Pastor Gaye

| welcome any questions you may have. If you are wondering about something, chances are others a
too.

Please feel free to email me at any time.

Blessings!

Pastor Gaye

Congrats CB!

CaraBeth Richardson was r
volunteer service with Lib
meeting held May 28, 2015. "
award and was acknowl edgedp
of service in the past y/lzg

ltds A Girl!
Eilena Gene Weigand

[parents Rachael (Kurtz) & Brad Weigand]
Born 6/10/15 7lbs  -11.50z. 21.5 inch long
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Consistory Minutes; April 14, 2015

Present: Pastor Gaye Santoro, Carl Hummel, Helen Tritt, Harriet Neiser, Forrest Swain, Andrea Samnr
Holden, Ralph Lengacher, Ernie Lyons, Cheri Nemes, Amy Wagner, Rachael Weigand

Absent:Holly Poetter
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Software person is still working on it.
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1 Had a good turnout at Easter Sunday of £48ne Great Hour of Sharing $569.00 collected.

1 Istaking a course of management Mondajuesday #ernoon.

1 Questions of having a book for people to check out the things that are expected of them if ol
committee

1 Maybe a New Member orientation would be nice too

Old Business:
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1 Sunday April 17we are having pot luck after servicggs S NJ 9 Y| ydzSf Qa (S
Doylestown Park and clean it up afterwards. We are having a movie duing tn S N3 A O
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1 Consistory Members were to bring in Constitution and Bylaws with comngghtsone brought
any in.

1 There is an updating of Constitution &-Byvsc Harriet, Pastor Gaye, Helen Tritt, & Ernie Lyon:
met April " and started on updating constitution. Next meeting May 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.

1 Time & Talent Cheri Nemes had started a program like for it and gave to Pastor Gaye.

S
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New Business:

1 We are changing the florist who does our flowers for the alter to LemonadehHeorist in
Doylestown. They charge $18.00 and will start this week.
1 Swiss Steak DinnerApril 25" ¢ Signup sheet on board.

Standing Committees:

Missions No meeting- May 12,2015 is next Soup Kitchen

Christian EducationNo Meetingg We stillneed to pass out Bibles to thd'& 5" Graders
EvangelismNone

Property-

1 Forrest had checked on repaving parkingdetould be about $80,000.00 for cement and aboul
the same with black tog but then it needs costly resurfacing done w4 §ears too.

1 Checking on new windows for the church?y(&ss with blinds)

1 Checking on Water proofing south wall

1 Report on Brad doing snow plowing (Will send a Thank You ca

Music- None
Elders See their meeting minutes Next meeting is April 28, 2015

Pastoral RelationsTheir meeting is May 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfullysubmitted,

Harriet NeiserSecretary
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